NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBU

NE,

MONDAY,

FEBRUAR

1, I892=— TWELVE PAGES.

Y

e ———

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

ALFRED DE VIGNY.

ES GRANDS ECRIVAINE FHANCALIS, Par Man
L*?m l"hi":’:;‘tiq. Huckette ot Cle,  News

York® F. W, Chrsten.

The puemns of Alred de Vigny
in a single small voliwe of gole
|uges anid more than @ third of his verse T
unpublished until atter his death,  His
works are “ Cing Vars,” a romance hardly to "
called historical, which his pecently been hsnored
with o new illustruted odition s Quantin's fine
series of * Rom Contemporalns.” Phe YVigny's
w&ervitude et Grandenrs Militulres among the
most perfect examples of the short story in all
literature. He wrote several plays, of W lileh
w Chatterton” achieved an immediate and Justing
surcess, arousing at the sune tine the jealoisy of
Vietor Hugo, who up to tbat tioe Ll b om
terws of imtimate friendship w ith the author. M
Faleologue's interesting sketel of the sulilier-poet
incidentally reveals some cutiotis nst f the
meanness induced by &imilar Jealousies um

are all eontained
thiree hnndred

tal |

ane

cirele of young poets, dramatist~ and prose writeis |

who formed the literary bupe and glory of France
at the time of the Hestoration. Alfred e Vigny,
theugh in this eirele, was uot of it.  Even then he
was tending townrd the lise of thonght which in
Jater vears was 1o isolate him aned mwake him dwell
apart, and which stoppeid Lis  Lterury prodie-
tivity when he was ut the Leight of his fame, unl
soan after the portals of she Acadeny Tl been

wined |
s |

opened to him, and e hiad taken his seat amolg |

the * Imimortal Fery.”
Born of a good family, Alfred de Vieny in his
vouth snd eazly manhood was prone 1o maeni
his desvent beyond wirrant. Lo 1ing
just ufter the Napoleenic wars it was
he should have yearned for militury
family influence procured him, while stil
"eens, & cemmission In o Crac (S

on the s
matnral that
lory :mi

Gengidnrmes Ronges—where he had little to dn Dl :

gecastonully turn out at guard.onnting, aul i wean
a showy and expensive unifurm. s pusetical
gifts were exhibited early, wpd there wi

moin

his first crmde verses wa origiesdity, i delivacy wl
faney and w depth of thought  which tised the
attention of goold judges. [hHs malnary enrers
soon  becane wearisoie throngh lack of aehion.
COmee® when wor Vel Spein threatened lie thonght |
1he opportunity for distinguishing uselt hal

tut, having marched to the roof the

come ; fy
Pyrenees, Lis command wus halted there and keld
thils vigie

as o reserve.  To ocenpy his leisore o

Je wrote thut peem, * Eloa,” which fiest wnve jiin
arsttred reputation. This, together with the fine
poet * Moise” and = Le Loy wiere written in
the Vosges in 1923, but hell by the authar for

lizing that a

gome yeurs before pubheation.
wilitary carcer tnder the viremustances of the time
Yeld out no prospeet of advancement or zlory, Lis
Vigny presently resigned his commission, and ge-
turned to private lifw, hiving rem hieil the geade
of eaptain.  The produetion of his play “Chatter-
ton” lod to an unhappy love-affair with the actrss,
Mudame Dorval, M. Paleologue 1hinks 1
Vieny never fully recovered from the <ho k, t
a time came when all earthly loves, ol pndes
enrthly affairs, seemed 1o him bt deeam s
In due course he marned a famils areass
the duughter of a wealthy ,\m:lu-lr:'h.lr}. ol whose
eoventricity M. Paleologue  gives the
illustration, upon the authority of Sainte
Lamartine wis Secretary of Embussy @ Florenes,
amd in the abeence of the Amibassador anl the
honors of the Embassy.  Av dinner day a
rich English traveller, o Mr. Bunbury, was prosent.
and remarked to Lamartine that hie hal a danghrer
who was married to one of the most di-tinzuished
poets of Franee.  Lamartine usked the prets niatme.,
when the stranger hesitated, pouders ot last
deelared that be could not pemember it Lamutine
then rn over the names of all the French pocts
andl at eich pame Mr. Bunbury said, = That dsnt
Nim.” DBut presently Lamartine having nwmed
Count Alfred de Vigny, the Englishman erbsl—
“Oh yes! T believe that is him!™  There was never
any love between De Vigny and his wite, for she
was us prosaic as he was poetic.  They lived 10
gether without frintion by keeping apart us niteh
ns possihle,
anything but Lis own reveries! and came to l
o life ua self-contained and virtually seclodel as
that of an anchorite, To lim ideas were the only
realities. Uneonsclously to  hiwsell fell into
that state of contemplation s t by the mysties
in all ages, and cultivated from inmmemorial antiy-
uity hy the sages of Indin. It wae pemaiied by
Yiis friends 1hat he no longer Hyved on this earth,
bt in & higher sphere, and his vemariohle connte
uanee, pure aml delicate in its alwins,
asstmed frequently so rapt and eedad
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 LEXANDER MACGRUGORS.

But the poet soon ceased to cars about |

that as he paced the strects, aneonsoons of s
waterinl - surroundings, he was pecarbed  with
wonder and a kind of awe—for s» must the |

Prophets have appeared in their hours of inspira-
tion.

It was during this period that De Vieny begmn
1o shrink from lfterary expression wore and thon
It geemed 10 his fastidious spirit thet the soul of

puetry was degraded in some way b
in langunge, which at the best could euly reateh
and hold its least lofty and subale concepts. Never-
theless Lie wrote gl jutervals, more 1oy Iritws 10
than with a view to publication, Tor all or nearl

all the work of his last twenty-five yenrs meagdned
unpubliishied ar his deatlh.  This work, whic!
peared under the title “ Les Destinees”
with the extracts from his = Journal Int
to the world by his literary exeeator) indicate vhe
chunges which had taken place in his views ol
lite. Veginping Lis career as one of the most brill
jant of the voung rowantic sehool, he graduslly
adopted o philosophy almost of Pessimisimn. iy
latest poems breathe u spirit which Omur Khayyam
would have hailed fraterunlly.  Yer there g in his
pessitism nothing offensive or drteverent, aml
veither is there auny touch of wioanly  whining,
Ruch as is apt to revolt the reader of |.r-n|lal fi.
De Vigny spends no time in specilations or gliesses
at the deep mystery of life. He tronkly aceepts
tlie insolubility of the problem.  But L ey presses
the opiniom that at bottow all the religions the
world Las kuown ure pessimistic, =ot exeopting
Christinnity. What he weans by this may  Ine
aceertained with some definiteness by peading his
poem “Le Mont des Olvier,” whieli 15 armony
 Laos Destinees.”  Another of these poetns, L
Maison du Berger,” is illustrative, ani inodecd 1he
whole line of thought 1n ™ Laes Degtinees”
warkably stzgestive and Hluminative,

It is somewhat singular that Alfred de Vieny
bes not appearcd in au Enghsh transiation, for lis
tone is casentially modern, amd in lis torws of ex
pression be not only anticipates but wlten eyse
in vigor and breadth of thonehit the Enclish poets
who have written most impressively upon similar
themes. At times one finds in him suzzestions of
James Thomsen, auther of that wowlerfol, weird,
nmd gloomy “ The City of Direadful Nigle "
bt De Vigny never gives way to despair,  The
situation is bad, he adwmits, nor is th light
upon it-  But iv is the duty of Man to wake the
best and not the worst of the world as he finds i,
and by cultivating his mind he may secure o certain
means of escape from the sordidness and vexations
of waterial existence.

M. Paleologue holds that De Vigny's uwniver-
sality will assure the survival of his poetry in the
future. He applies the remurk of Goethe, that
“ He § not worthy the name of poet who only ex-
presees persenal ideas and emotions: he alone de-
serves it who knows how to assimilate (he whole
world.” this is true, says the biographer, Alfred
de Vigny s assuredly one of our greatest puocts, for
Bo one has formed a more complete version of the
umiverse, and no one has presented the problem of
the soul and of humanity wmore bolidly, M
Paleolozue’s sketeh of this interestivg chareter
should draw attention once more o a poet who has
been too much neglected both in and out of Franee
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